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METHODOLOGY
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Key findings of a telephone survey of 502 likely General Election voters statewide. The survey has a 
margin of error of plus/minus 4.37 percentage points (+/- 4.37%). 

96.61%

3.39%

Very Likely

Somewhat
Likely
Not Too Likely

Likelihood participant will vote in the 2020 
General Election

57.57%
42.43%

Landline

Cell Phone

Survey conducted via landline and cell phone:

94.02%

5.38% 0.60%

Yes

No

Unsure/Refused

Percentage of participants that voted in the 
November 6th, 2018 General Election:



DEMOGRAPHICS

3

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00%

Very Conservative

Somewhat Conservative

Moderate

Somewhat Liberal

Very Liberal

Don’t Know/Refused

Would you consider yourself Conservative, Moderate, or Liberal?

Age group of participants:
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35.26%
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Gender of participants:
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5.78%
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DEMOGRAPHICS
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Would you consider yourself Conservative, Moderate, or Liberal?

Party Identification:

23.90%

43.82%

21.51%

8.17% Democratic

Republican

Independent

Something Else

Don't Know/Refused

Ethnicity:

80.88%
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10.56%

2.79%
2.19% 2.19%
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Asian American

Native American

Other
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QUESTION 3

Physician Care Access
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Overall, thinking about healthcare for you and your family, would you say that the 
physician care you need is readily available to you?

89.44%

9.76%

0.80%

Yes No Don't Know/Refused



QUESTION 4 & 5

Eyecare Needs 
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87.85%

9.96%

2.19%

Yes

No

Don't
Know/Refused

When it comes to eyecare needs for you and your family, would you say that the access 
to eyecare services you need are readily available?

91.83%

7.97%

0.20%

Yes

No

Don't Know/Refused

Do you or anyone in your household wear glasses or contact lenses?



QUESTION 6

Optometrist, Ophthalmologist, or both?
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28.49%

7.97%
53.19%

6.97%

3.39%

Optometrist Opthalmologist

Both Neither

Don't Know/Refused

In the past, have you seen an optometrist, an ophthalmologist, or both for your eye 
care needs?



10.76%

8.37%

16.53%

48.41%
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Strongly Support Somewhat Support

Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Don't Know/Refused

QUESTION 7
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In the upcoming Arkansas legislative session, 
there may be legislation to allow optometrists 
to perform more than a hundred eye 
surgeries using lasers and scalpels that they 
currently are not authorized to perform.

Optometrists support this legislation, saying 
that new technology has made eye surgery 
less complex, that they are qualified to 
perform such surgeries, and allowing them to 
perform these procedures will improve 
patient access. 

Ophthalmologists oppose this legislation, 
arguing that any surgery that involves cutting 
human tissue on or close to the eye with a 
laser, scalpel, or other surgical instrument 
should only be performed by a trained 
medical doctor, and allowing non-medically 
trained healthcare professionals to perform 
eye surgeries would threaten patient safety. 

Knowing this information, do you support or oppose 
legislation that would allow optometrists to perform 
eye surgeries with lasers and scalpels?

Ballot Question



QUESTION 8

Educated Ballot Question
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6.18%

6.97%

18.13%

61.35%

7.37%

Strongly Support Somewhat Support

Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Don't Know/Refused

When it comes to eye care professionals, 
many people confuse ophthalmologists and 
optometrists. 

- Ophthalmologists are medical doctors and 
surgeons who specialize in the treatment 
of eye diseases and eye surgery. They 
must complete 4 years of medical school, 
a 1-year hospital internship, and a 3-year 
surgical residency before practicing on 
their own.

- Optometrists are not medical doctors. 
They complete a four-year optometry 
school program studying eye care, but 
they do not attend medical school.

Knowing this information, do you support or 
oppose legislation that would allow 
optometrists to perform surgery on and near 
the eye with lasers, scalpels and
other surgical instruments?



QUESTION 9 & 10

Message Testing
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10. In a recent study, patients who had laser 
surgery for glaucoma performed by an 
optometrist were almost 3 times more likely to 
require repeat surgery than those who had the 
same procedure done by an ophthalmologist. 
Does that make you More Likely or Less Likely to 
support legislation allowing optometrists to 
perform eye surgeries with lasers and scalpels?

9. Currently only three states allow optometrists to 
conduct eye and eyelid surgeries with both lasers and 
scalpels. Does that make you More Likely or Less 
Likely to support legislation allowing optometrists to 
perform eye surgeries with lasers and scalpels?

4.98%
7.37%

21.91%

43.63%

18.33%

3.78%

Much More Likely

Somewhat More
Likely

Somewhat Less
Likely

Much Less Likely

Makes No
Difference

Don’t 
Know/Refused

4.78%
4.58%

17.93%

64.74%

5.38%

2.59%

Much More Likely

Somewhat More
Likely

Somewhat Less
Likely

Much Less Likely

Makes No
Difference

Don’t 
Know/Refused

Now I'm going to read you a few statements regarding this issue. For each I would like for you 
to tell me if it would make you More Likely or Less Likely to support legislation allowing 
optometrists to perform eye surgeries with lasers and scalpels.



QUESTION 11 & 12

Message Testing
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Now I'm going to read you a few statements regarding this issue. For each I would like for you 
to tell me if it would make you More Likely or Less Likely to support legislation allowing 
optometrists to perform eye surgeries with lasers and scalpels.

12. Under the proposed legislation, optometrists 
performing laser and scalpel eye and eyelid 
surgeries would not be licensed or regulated by 
the Arkansas State Medical Board. Does that 
make you More Likely or Less Likely to support 
legislation allowing optometrists to perform eye 
surgeries with lasers and scalpels?

11. Under the proposed legislation, optometrists 
could possibly be certified to perform surgery on or 
near the eye with lasers, scalpels, and other surgical 
instruments after only attending a 32-hour weekend 
training course instead of going through medical 
school and residency. Does that make you More 
Likely or Less Likely to support legislation allowing 
optometrists to perform eye surgeries with surgeries 
with lasers and scalpels?

3.78% 5.38%

13.15%

71.52%

4.58%
1.59%

Much More Likely

Somewhat More
Likely

Somewhat Less
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Much Less Likely

Makes No
Difference

Don’t Know/Refused

2.59%

1.79%
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4.58%

1.39%
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QUESTION 13

Message Testing
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If you were having surgery on or near your eye, which would be more important to you: 
- that the surgical procedure was performed by a licensed medical doctor trained in eye 

surgery, OR 
- that the surgical procedure was performed at a more convenient location, but not by a 

medical doctor or trained surgeon

93.22%

3.19% 3.59%

Performed by a Licensed Medical
Doctor

Performed at a More Convenient
Location

Don't Know/Refused



QUESTION 14

Message Testing
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Optometrists in Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Tennessee are allowed to perform various types of 
eye and eyelid surgeries.

Does that make you More Likely or Less Likely to support legislation allowing optometrists to 
perform eye surgeries with lasers and scalpels?

4.18%
5.98%

16.53%

50.80%

21.12%

1.39%

Much More Likely

Somewhat More Likely

Somewhat Less Likely

Much Less Likely

Makes No Difference

Don’t Know/Refused



Don’t Know/Refused

Arkansas should reject legislation that would lower our 
state’s medical safety standards and put patients at 
greater risk for surgical errors and complications, and 
instead continue to require that eye and eyelid 
surgeries are only performed by properly trained 
medical doctors and surgeons.

Arkansas should adopt legislation similar to 
neighboring states that would allow optometrists to 
perform surgery on or near the eye with lasers, 
scalpels, and other surgical instruments in order to 
make these procedures more convenient and 
accessible to patients.

QUESTION 15

Message Testing
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Thinking more about state legislation related to eye and eyelid surgery, which of the following 
statements comes closer to your view on the issue? 

9.76%

85.06%

5.18%
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